
AP Literature & Composition Summer
Reading Assignment
Assignment:

Choose ONE book from any of the following

● 1984, George Orwell

● All the Light we Cannot See, Anthony Doerr

● Alias Grace, Margaret Atwood

● Brave New World, Aldous Huxley

● Great Expectations, Charles Dickens

● The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood**

● Lolita, Vladimir Nabokov**

● The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

● The Memory Keeper’s Daughter, Kim Edwards

● Their Eyes were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston**

**Contains mature content

***Contains explicit language

THE ASSIGNMENT IN A NUTSHELL
1. Choose one book from the AP Literature Summer Reading List above.
2. Correctly complete a Dialectical Journal for the book as instructed below. This assignment will be

worth a test grade.

Dialectical Journal Requirements

AFTER you have read the book, choose 20 important/key quotes from throughout the book (cite the
page).  Spread out your quotes so your sampling is truly from the entire book. You cannot correctly
analyze or evaluate a quote unless you have read the entire book FIRST.(Use sticky notes to help you
keep track)



Directions: Carefully read the requirements described in Roman Numerals I, II, and III.  Read the
sample Dialectical Journal entry that uses Elie Wiesel’s Night to help you see the requirements in
action.

I. For each quote:
1. Share your thoughts on why you chose this quote by providing a connection to the

content of the quote.

2. Analyze all of the text in the quote.
➢ Analysis means taking the smaller parts of a text (words, images, symbols, and

punctuation) and first explaining what each smaller part means, then providing your
opinion on how and why it is being used the way that it is in context of the sentence or
passage (its purpose).

➢ In “explaining,” you will need to: (1) define key words and explain how the
connotations a�ect the meaning; (2) explain a symbol’s meaning and why the author
would use it; (3) explain the connotations and implications of the imagery that the
author is using to describe something and how it a�ects the meaning; (4) explain any
figurative language used and how it adds meaning to the passage; (5) explain why the
narrator or speaker is speaking the way that he or she is; and, (6) explain any unique
sentence punctuation or structure by considering what it reveals or emphasizes
(dashes, exclamation points, ellipses, etc.).

3. Evaluate the importance of the quote.
➢ Evaluate means to consider the larger implications of what you analyzed in #2 and

the content of the quote to the overall purpose of the book or the book’s message
(not plot based unless it is necessary in developing the book’s overall message).

➢ Guiding question for evaluation: “How does my analysis teach another reader about
what we can better understand or learn from reading this book (about the way we act
as individuals, about why humans do what they do, and/or about the world around
us)?”

II. After you complete your 20 quotes, thoroughly complete the following “End of Journal”
questions.



III.  Cite the book at the end of your Dialectical Journal according to MLA 8th Edition
requirements.
NOTE:Your work in this Dialectical Journal is a reflection of your current critical reading and thinking skills,
and it will be our first impression of your A.P. skills, so do your best work.

Sample Dialectical Journal Entry

IMPORTANT/KEY QUOTE Page # (1) Respond, (2) Analyze, and (3) Evaluate

“Death wrapped itself around
me till I was stifled. It stuck to
me. I felt that I could touch it.
The idea of dying, of no longer
being, began to fascinate me.
Not to exist any longer.”

*The underlined words in the above
passage indicate what should be
analyzed in the entry.

**The underlined words in the #2
analysis is to highlight the literary
devices being analyzed.

(84) (1) Wiesel is facing an existential crisis. He has fought to survive, but
now he has no fight left in him.  Humans generally don’t focus on
death because it seems so far away, but what happens when
death is right next to you, literally?  I chose this quote because his
narration sounds like he’s hallucinating because of how closely
death is touching him. Wiesel does indicate that Death is stifling
him, which reminds me of how our brains might react prior to
death because of a lack of oxygen. It’s almost comforting.

(2) Up to this point in the book, Wiesel had escaped death, but now, it
caught him and “wrapped itself around [him].” Wiesel personifies
death to show how overpowering and suffocating death is when
humans are dying and dead all around you.  Adding “stifled”
creates a cocoon-like image of “wrapped” instead of a comforting
blanket image.  “Stifled” is not yet “suffocated” but it is the “first
restraint of one’s breath” (definition). A cocoon “sticks” to itself and
traps the caterpillar eventually killing it and forcing it to emerge as
a new creature or die.  Wiesel describes his death cocoon as a place
of thinking since he has no more energy to move.   Wiesel wonders
(tone) at the “idea of dying,” indicating that he has not yet begun
the process of dying.  “Idea” implies that dying or death has not yet
formed as a concrete threat to him; instead, he is mulling it over or
“trying it on” and the idea does not horrify him but “fascinates”
him, which means he “cannot resist its lure” (definition). Wiesel
cannot resist thinking about “not existing” since he will be aware of
his own fading existence. By using a negative, “not to exist” instead
of “dead,” Wiesel emphasizes the philosophical state that he is in,
rather than the concrete confrontation with death that will be
coming in a gas chamber.

(3) Wiesel’s narration reveals the human breaking point in the natural
instinct towards survival. When existence reaches a point that
death seems like the only relief to suffering, death can appear to
be a  gift.  At this point in the book, the reader is to understand
how much suffering is too much suffering for one human being to
bear.

Book Cite: Wiesel, Elie. Night.  Bantam Books: New York, 1982. Print.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/?_ga=2.19623804.558179429.1522454400-1709346682.1522454400

